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1. Differences in Threat Perception on North Korea:

1) Threat of Medium to Long Range Missiles and Nuclear Programs: North Korea’s ballistic missile programs along with its nuclear programs pose direct and extremely serious threat of mass destruction to the countries within the range of such weapons.  While Japan is concerned about medium range missiles such as No Dong with a range of 1,500km, ROK may be more concerned about short range missiles and long range artillery pieces deployed just north of the DMZ.
2) Threat to the Non-Proliferation Regime: North Korea’s nuclear programs are causing further proliferation of weapons of mass destruction through deterioration of the NPT regime and possible export of nuclear devices and technologies to other countries.  If North Korea exports nuclear weapons and related technologies to the non-nuclear part of the world, it will devastate the international scheme for non-proliferation based on the NPT regime. 
3) Threat over the Stability of the Korean Peninsula: More than a million young North Koreans with weapons in their hands pose two sides of dangers.  If North Korea decides to use such forces against the south, it will result in massive destruction.  In addition, extremely high mobilization in the north with five percent of population in its armed forces is self-destructive in terms of its economy and in fact accelerating possibility of domestic instabilities that may cause chaotic situations inside North Korea.

2. Problems in New Domains
1) Outer Space: China’s ASAT test in 2007 and the collision between satellites of Russia and the U.S. IN 2009 created thousands of debris in orbit that may cause a devastating chain reaction of collisions of satellites and debris if such accidents continue to occur.

2) Cyber Space: Like the outer space, it is easy to attack and extremely hard to protect in the cyber space.  While non-state actors such as terrorist groups will continue to exploit this vulnerability, responsible nation states have good reasons to cooperate each other for cyber protection in exchanging information, research and development and moratorium or code of conducts in cyber space,

3) Open Seas: Tension between regional countries over disputed islands and waters another serious concern.  As almost every nation has to rely on safety and freedom of navigation at open seas, any confrontations should be controlled by relevant parties to avoid and control escalation.

3. Conflicting Interests of Major Contributors to Peace in the Region

1) Territorial Disputes: In each problem related territorial disputes, major players listed above have different positions conflicting with others’ in different combinations.     

2) Problems with Japan’s past history: Japan’s history problem with the ROK in particular may cause serious difficulties for peace and security of the Korean Peninsula since ROK-US and Japan-US alliances are inseparable to deal with any contingencies on the peninsula.  Restoring Korea-Japan relation is essential.

3) Perception on U.S. Rebalance: From a Japanese perspective, US rebalance towards the Asia Pacific region is encouraging as it will continue to provide the region with international public goods for peace and stability of the region.  China may have negative views that the US is trying to contain China.  Further discussion on this among nations in the region is important.

4) Perception on China’s Rise: There are serious doubts on China’s argument of “Peaceful Rise” because the PLA has become assertive in both the South and East China Seas.  We need to watch if such activities are just accidental or planned by the central authorities.

