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Confucian and Western Ethics
I. Western Philosophy
A. Metaphysics(Ontology): materialism vs. idealism
B. Epistemology: correspondence vs. coherence
C. Logic: formal logic vs. dialectics
D. Ethics(Moral Philosophy):

II. Western Ethics

A. Meta ethics: conceptual analysis of moral concepts
B. Normative ethics

i) Deontology: Kantian Categorical Imperatives
Universalization, Respect for Person, Kingdom of Ends
ii) Utilitarianism: Principle of Utility

Consequentialism, Welfarism, Sum-ranking

iii) Virtue Theory: Cultivation of character traits

C. Applied ethics

Application of normative ethics to specific cases

business, medical, legal, professional, military, etc.

III. Comparison of Eastern and Western Ethics
A. Western ethics: minimal ethics

morality of principle, rule (compliance)
rule-based morality

guilt: to violate minimal requirements
general relationship

morality among strangers

impartiality, fairness, justice, equality, freedom
rule by law

B. Eastern ethics: maximal ethics

virtue(f&, =)-based morality (perfection)
shame: to fail to meet the maximal standards
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special relations (blood-ties)

morality among family members,
society as the extension of family
harmony, unity, paternalism, sincerity

rule by virtue

IV. Two types of Virtues in Confucianism
A. Four universal virtues

To become a sage, philosopher's king

{=(21), jen --- humanity, human-heartedness
#:(2l), yi --- righteousness, oughtness
ii%(0f), i - propriety

H(X]), chi --- wisdom

B. Five relational virtues:

Love with distinction, reciprocity,
inegalitarianism, role-virtue
#(%) fRs --- filial piety

HA(E) kRs --- loyality
A(E) hRw --- distinction, discrimination
FF (M) oRy --- order, respect
15 (AD) fRf --- trust

V. Characteristics of Confucianism
A. Flexibility in application and rigidity in standard
reluctance to compromise in politics
Common Cause k%47 (Lo H
B. Cultivation of individual human nature
¥(Z8) --- the investigation of things
ﬁl’ﬂl(xlxl --- the extension of knowledge

g 9J) --- the sincerity of thoughts

(g
E/u(x" Al --- the rectification of hearts



&L (4=4l) --- the cultivation of the person
R (M| 71 --- the regulation of the family
{HIEH(X] =) --- the government of the state
PR MEHMDB]) --- the pacification of the world
C. Confucian capitalism(?)

pursuit of material profit --- vice

labor relationship --- not equal but hierarchical
promotion based on seniority

D. Education

teacher, king, father --- the object of homage
rote memorization --- efficient(?)

perfect in the past; retrospective view of history
Tt 1M %1587, creation through transmission
upward mobility through education

E. Family, sexual morality, equality
ultraconservative

o NEVACIE RSV ES=Es)

seperate role, sexual equality

filial piety --- getting married, having posterity
F. Interpersonal relationship

honorific terms, seniority, singing while drinking, favoritism



